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Grading System

None

Level 1: Convincingly justifiable based on available
scientific information alone. Supported by
prospective randomized studies or prospective,
noncomparative studies or retrospective series with
controls.

Level 2: Reasonably justifiable by available scientific
evidence and strongly supported by expert opinion.
Supported by prospective, noncomparative studies
or retrospective series with controls or a
preponderance of retrospective analyses.

Level 3: Supported by available data but lacking
adequate evidence. Supported by retrospective
analyses.

1A: Strong recommendation, high-quality evidence

1B: Strong recommendation, moderate-quality
evidence

1C: Strong recommendation, low-quality or very
low-quality evidence

2A: Weak recommendation, high-quality evidence

2B: Weak recommendation, moderate-quality
evidence

2C: Weak recommendation, low-quality or very
low-quality evidence

Grading of Recommendations Assessment,
Development and Evaluation (GRADE) methodology

None

Evidence reviewed via systematic review. Strength
of evidence rating of A (high), B (moderate), or C
(low). Where there lacked sufficient evidence,
statements were qualified as Clinical Principles or
Expert Opinions.
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