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Updates and Reminders:

1. Review Point Of Care Risk Assessments, Vaccine and Immunization Status

Due to the recently confirmed measles cases in the Lower Mainland, medical staff are
encouraged to review point-of-care risk assessments, their immunization status and
update their measles, mumps and rubella (MMR) vaccines, if needed.

Measles is a highly contagious airborne disease that can lead to severe health
complications, especially in young children and unvaccinated individuals. There is an
immediate risk that more cases may emerge in relation to the confirmed cases.

To reduce potential transmission, the following steps are important for patients suspected
or confirmed to have measles:
o Implement airborne precautions;



https://www.fraserhealth.ca/news/2025/Feb/Measles-case-confirmed-in-the-Lower-Mainland
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpod.phsa.ca%2Fquality-safety%2Finfection-prevention-control%2FDocuments%2FOutbreak%2520signs%2FAirborne%2520Precautions.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Candrea.visscher%40phsa.ca%7C37425b3be1ea4ef7695b08dd514258b0%7C31f660a5192a4db392baca424f1b259e%7C0%7C0%7C638756067579556104%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2F4DSLqPo9Nd1sbLhBzCI%2BC8R6s82t026lnP7CT5%2Brjw%3D&reserved=0

e Have the patient wear a medical mask and clean their hands when presenting to
emergency department or clinic reception areas, and when leaving the patient
room,;

o Expediate placement into an airborne infection isolation room (i.e., negative
pressure room) or a single occupancy room.

Non — Contract Medical Staff

Non-contract medical staff can review their PHSA or BC Emergency Health Services
immunization record (when logged into their personal profile on a networked computer)
and confirm that they are immune to measles. If your record is missing on your file, it can
be updated using the Vaccination Status Self-Reporting tool. If not immune, access to a
MMR vaccine is available at your local pharmacy or through a health authority clinic in the
Lower Mainland.

Contract Medical Staff

Contract medical staff, without a PHSA-issued ID, can check for their records in health
gateway. If you have immunization records that are not in health gateway, you can update
your records online. If you need to update your MMR vaccines, you can access it at your local
pharmacy. Health authority clinics will be temporarily offering only the MMR vaccine to
contract medical staff working at PHSA sites in the Lower Mainland. Please bring your PHN
if you access the clinics.

For IPAC guidance please review the recent PICNet alert and visit the New Information and
Hot Topics* tab on the IPAC POD page or contact your program’s Infection Prevention &
Control contact*

2. Reminder: Review Refreshed Medical Staff Rules Before February 28, 2025.

A reminder to all medical staff, including physicians, nursepractitioners, midwives, clinical
scientists and dentists, to kindly review the recently refreshed draft Medical Staff Rules,
which provide important details on the organization of medical staff and the day-to-day
processes by which care is delivered.

As these become finalized, we invite you to review the updated Draft Rules and direct any
questions or share any significant concerns, inaccuracies, or inconsistencies that may
require correction by February 28, 2025. To ensure an efficient process, we kindly ask that
feedback is limited to substantial issues rather than minor edits.

Review the Draft

Rules here

Anycommentsor questions canbedirected to Dr. Tamara Shenkier and/or Candice Manahan
by February 28, 2025.

Thank you for your attention to this important update. Your input is valued!


https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpod.phsa.ca%2Fquality-safety%2Finfection-prevention-control%2Fhand-hygiene&data=05%7C02%7Candrea.visscher%40phsa.ca%7C37425b3be1ea4ef7695b08dd514258b0%7C31f660a5192a4db392baca424f1b259e%7C0%7C0%7C638756067579568153%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zxENcaND%2BRm7%2Bu7fGaeZSQ3nwHVtUkKzrAmVpYZTOFg%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fohsbi.phsa.ca%2Fsites%2Fphsa%2F_layouts%2F15%2FReportServer%2FRSViewerPage.aspx%3Frv%3ARelativeReportUrl%3D%2Fsites%2Fphsa%2FOHS%2FWMO05003.rdl&data=05%7C02%7Candrea.visscher%40phsa.ca%7C37425b3be1ea4ef7695b08dd514258b0%7C31f660a5192a4db392baca424f1b259e%7C0%7C0%7C638756067579581730%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pDvRwrs%2BmgO3dbMcapyRrKWrwvhTkASgYFJu80yh59Q%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fohsbi.phsa.ca%2Fsites%2Fbcehs%2FOHS%2FWMO05003.rdl&data=05%7C02%7Candrea.visscher%40phsa.ca%7C37425b3be1ea4ef7695b08dd514258b0%7C31f660a5192a4db392baca424f1b259e%7C0%7C0%7C638756067579594054%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fmxmDFcKy3lZpFit9ZGumTXRoWxJM1icsDM3zPV9J8U%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fohsbi.phsa.ca%2Fsites%2Fbcehs%2FOHS%2FWMO05003.rdl&data=05%7C02%7Candrea.visscher%40phsa.ca%7C37425b3be1ea4ef7695b08dd514258b0%7C31f660a5192a4db392baca424f1b259e%7C0%7C0%7C638756067579594054%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fmxmDFcKy3lZpFit9ZGumTXRoWxJM1icsDM3zPV9J8U%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhealthandsafety.healthcarebc.ca%2F&data=05%7C02%7Candrea.visscher%40phsa.ca%7C37425b3be1ea4ef7695b08dd514258b0%7C31f660a5192a4db392baca424f1b259e%7C0%7C0%7C638756067579606124%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8DvayEVudEbWTCptddYiA0hnli98Z406MCAkRMFHC6M%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bcpharmacy.ca%2Fmmr&data=05%7C02%7Candrea.visscher%40phsa.ca%7C37425b3be1ea4ef7695b08dd514258b0%7C31f660a5192a4db392baca424f1b259e%7C0%7C0%7C638756067579618516%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zQcU81MP8wvVeWt38eXMlYTQvYBga13x2RBTj8x0qCY%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fimmphsa.janeapp.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Candrea.visscher%40phsa.ca%7C37425b3be1ea4ef7695b08dd514258b0%7C31f660a5192a4db392baca424f1b259e%7C0%7C0%7C638756067579630455%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=r8jZYn%2Fh%2BXxalnDBrMwvjlXrmmruXaG2yj8e61ryK08%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.healthgateway.gov.bc.ca%2F&data=05%7C02%7Candrea.visscher%40phsa.ca%7C8aed8bda2140400bee8408dd51dabb64%7C31f660a5192a4db392baca424f1b259e%7C0%7C0%7C638756722059389841%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xHEtglN7psayncaY0SbrEPixR%2BFq4KOV4AkvHGDcp3w%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.healthgateway.gov.bc.ca%2F&data=05%7C02%7Candrea.visscher%40phsa.ca%7C8aed8bda2140400bee8408dd51dabb64%7C31f660a5192a4db392baca424f1b259e%7C0%7C0%7C638756722059389841%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xHEtglN7psayncaY0SbrEPixR%2BFq4KOV4AkvHGDcp3w%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww2.gov.bc.ca%2Fgov%2Fcontent%2Fhealth%2Fmanaging-your-health%2Fimmunizations%2Fupdate-records&data=05%7C02%7Candrea.visscher%40phsa.ca%7C8aed8bda2140400bee8408dd51dabb64%7C31f660a5192a4db392baca424f1b259e%7C0%7C0%7C638756722059410782%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qfqXKQ8EWU8bjqaXbnc9fXHNrij890GCGGdqpdcYr5M%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bcpharmacy.ca%2Fmmr&data=05%7C02%7Candrea.visscher%40phsa.ca%7C8aed8bda2140400bee8408dd51dabb64%7C31f660a5192a4db392baca424f1b259e%7C0%7C0%7C638756722059425420%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7Ku9Re%2FuA%2FCi7b1tbODcewaqrgVgBIVf3stqz3EhtW8%3D&reserved=0
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https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fimmphsa.janeapp.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Candrea.visscher%40phsa.ca%7C8aed8bda2140400bee8408dd51dabb64%7C31f660a5192a4db392baca424f1b259e%7C0%7C0%7C638756722059440065%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Q0sRmfeEBq0DNycB754dE%2FP9WxsGfOmgqClDhwp0Dlc%3D&reserved=0
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mailto:tshenkie@bccancer.bc.ca
mailto:candice.manahan@phsa.ca
http://www.phsa.ca/medical-staff/Documents/01.31.2025%20PHSA%20Medical%20Staff%20Draft%20Rules%20-%20NO%20MARKUP.pdf
http://www.phsa.ca/medical-staff/Documents/01.31.2025%20PHSA%20Medical%20Staff%20Draft%20Rules%20-%20NO%20MARKUP.pdf

3. ICYMI: Applications Open for Health System Redesign Funding

As noted earlier this month, applications are now open for Health System Redesign funding.
Physician collaboration brings diverse clinical insights, enriching discussions and leads to
well-rounded solutions. This teamwork strengthens interdisciplinary connections and ensures
care stays aligned with best practices and evolving healthcare models.

Click here for an

application form

Applications are due April 4, 2025, however, early applications are encouraged to ensure
funding is available. Submissions will be assessed by the executive medical group and
successful candidates informed mid-April.

For more information about your application or to inquire about participating in submitted
projects, please contact Martina Francisco, lead, Specialist Services & Shared Care Committees,
at martina.francisco@phsa.ca.

In the News:

4. Virtual Spiritual Health Support for Patients in Rural & Remote Areas

Weaving Webs of Connection provides vital support to patients with advanced illness and their
loved ones across BCand the Yukon, particularly those with limited access to other resources
due to living in rural or remote areas, mobility challenges, or travel constraints. This new
virtual pilot program provides access to trauma-informed, psychosocial-spiritual support
provided by PHSA spiritual health practitioners and is funded by the Ministry of Health in
partnership with PHSA.

Spiritual health is an essential part of whole-person care. Patients with advanced illness and
their loved ones often experience emotional, existential, and spiritual distress. Weaving Webs
of Connection provides confidential support to help them navigate grief, meaning, and
complex emotions which can lessen physical suffering and relational difficulty.

Weaving Webs of Connection practitioners collaborate with health and community-based care
providers, including Elders, religiousand cultural communities, enhancing patient-centered
supportand ensuringindividuals and families feel heard and connected through their journey.
The program also intends to support staff and physicians by addressing gaps in care, easing
spiritual and moral distress and enabling a more holistic approach.

Sessionsare available during the day, as well as some evenings and weekends, in both one-on-
one and group formats, accessible by phone or video.

Care providers can make referrals using this intake form.

Access the form*


mailto:martina.francisco@phsa.ca
https://pod.phsa.ca/quality-safety/spiritual/Documents/2025%20Fillable%20INTAKE%20Form%20Virtual%20SH%20Program.pdf
http://www.phsa.ca/medical-staff/Documents/FY_2025_Redesign_Application%20_Form.pdf
http://www.phsa.ca/medical-staff/Documents/FY_2025_Redesign_Application%20_Form.pdf

Self-referrals by patients or their loved ones is also possible. For questions or for more
information, please email virtualspiritualhealth @phsa.ca or call 778-676-1135.

More details are available on the Spiritual Care* page POD

5. Radiologists Across BC Have a New Standardized Program for Peer Learning
Rounds

As of February 5, 2025, radiologists across all BC health authorities have a new program for
peer learning rounds, formerly known as mortality and morbidity rounds.

Literature has long established that regular participation in peer learning rounds is an
indispensable tool for radiologists to maintain quality and safety through sharedlearning As a
result, participation in peer learning rounds has been instantiated in radiology privilege
renewals since October 2021.

While many practice groups already undertake structured peer learning rounds, the reach and
frequency of such rounds has varied. A provincial working group, with support from the BC
Medical Quality Initiative (BC MQI), spent two years consulting on existing best practices to
develop the new guidelines and standards.

o Allradiologists practicing in BC health authorities are both eligible and obliged to
participate.

o Togetstarted, radiologists are invited to self-assemble into peer learning groups. See a
guide on the program structure, or the full list of regional liaisons at bcmgi.ca:
http://bcmgi.ca/practice-enhancement/radiology-peer-learning-rounds

Regional liaisons act as a resource for individual radiologist and peer learning round
CONVenors.

PHSA peer learning groups and liaisons are:
e BC Cancer peer learning group. Liaison: Maura Brown maura.Brown @bccancer.bc.ca

e BC Children’s Hospital peer learning group. Liaison: Daniel Rosenbaum
daniel.rosenbaum@cw.bc.ca

e BCWomen’sHospital + Health Centre breast peer learninggroup. Liaison: Marie-Josee
Cloutier, mariejosee.cloutier@cw.bc.ca

Feedback and comments are welcome and may be directed to the BC MQI Radiology Quality
Lead, Dr. Gerald Legiehn: gerald.legiehn@bcmai.ca

e Read the latest PHSA Operational News and Leaders’ News *:
o Dr.Steven Miller, chief of pediatric medicine at BC Children's Hospital, receives
Coronation Medal*
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o Listening, learning and seeking the truth — watch the webinar recording
featuring Joe Gallagher, Kwunuhmen, and his friend John Matterson*.

o Join awellness webinar and wear pink for Pink Shirt Day on Feb. 26

Unique PHSA stories this week

o Jobs of the week

o

Ongoing Resources:

Check out the Medical Staff webpages on phsa.ca for information and resources for
dentists, midwives, nurse practitioners, clinical scientists and physicians.

Learn about health and wellness resources to support you.

Looking for past issues of the Medical Staff Newsletter? Visit our Communications

page.
Visit POD for stories about our workforce and supporting resources*.
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